INTRODUCTION
Birds are known as ecological indicators of habitat quality (Bibby 1999; Morelli et al. 2014) as bird species composition varies across vegetation types and depends on stratification, canopy density, altitude, season and disturbance (Das 2008; Jayson & Mathew 2003) . Comparing temporal information on bird communities helps to keep track of any change in species composition and alterations in habitats at local level. The present study provides information on bird communities composition and their habitat utilization in the Tamhini Wildlife Sanctuary (TWS).
TWS is spread across Pune and Raigad districts of Vegetation in this northern part of the Western Ghats is broadly classified as tropical semi-evergreen forest (Champion & Seth 1968 (Datar 2016; Potdar et al. 2012) .
METHODS
The base map of the Sanctuary was prepared by using Gram ++ software and sampling sites locations were collected and imported to the software by using Global Positioning System (Garmin, GPS 60).
Surveys were conducted using line transects at 12 accessible sites and point counts at three dense and inaccessible sites (Bibby et al. 2000) , covering six major 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The updated checklist of birds at TWS including present and past records, now contains 164 species (Table 1; The study revealed that four species were restricted to a single habitat. Among this the Indian Vulture was observed nesting and roosting only at higher cliffs of Five species were widely distributed and found in three or more habitats and nine or more sites. Among these the Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis found across five habitats and 12 sites, Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica found across four habitats and 10 sites, Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus found across four habitats and 10 sites, Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus found across six habitats and 14 sites and Whitecheeked Barbet Megalaima viridis was found across three habitats and 11 sites. Four bird species found restricted towards western side of Western Ghats, i.e., Konkan part of Sanctuary which includes Malabar Grey Hornbill, Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher, Vernal Hanging Parrot and Vigor's Sunbird.
The present study brings out an updated checklist of bird species, with considerable addition to the earlier recorded avifauna. It also provides critical information on their habitats along with the abundance in terms of number of sightings. Though TWS is comparatively small with an area of 49.05km 2 , it has a high diversity of habitats and rich avifauna including threatened and endemic species. It houses the locally rare Niligiri Wood Pigeon and globally rare Indian Vulture. These species are facing population decline, and hence the recent declaration of the Tamhini region as a Wildlife Sanctuary, would go a long way in ensuring protection of such species. Reduction in existing human disturbances such as pruning, cutting, grazing, fires, quarrying, trailing and camping, would likely bring further change in the species composition and/or distribution (Vijayan & Gokula 2006) . Long-term studies on habitat-wise distribution of the species and impact of ongoing disturbances on bird communities are needed for providing inputs to better conservation of the avifauna and its habitats within the Tamhini Wildlife Sanctuary. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 
